Soc 2155 (Summer, 2008) 

Exercise #7
Download the data from my web site.  It will be on the home page for Soc 2155.  This is a subset of the General Social Survey.  

Use SPSS to examine the following variables:

· partyid

· agewed

· sibs

· relig

Inspect the variables by looking at both frequency distributions and a histogram.  For each variable:

a. What is the level of measurement (nominal, ordinal, or scale)?  

· Please note that the GSS (by default) labels all variables as “ordinal” in SPSS (no, I do not know why this happens).  This is not correct in some cases. 
b. Indicate whether there is evidence of skew or outliers (If there is skew, what kind of skew? If there are outliers, what are the outliers?).  This should be apparent from the histograms and frequency distributions.  
c. Report the values for all three measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode), regardless of whether they are meaningful.  Which (if any) measure of central tendency would you use for a research report? Explain/defend your answer. 

d. Report the range, inter-quartile range, and the standard deviation for “agewed” and “sibs.”  For each variable, which would you use to describe dispersion?  Why? 

· Note, you can find the inter-quartile range by looking at the frequency distribution (e.g., find the values for the 25th and 75th percentiles. 

